Basic facts about the Kotel

XX
Located in the Old City of Jerusalem.
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The Western Wall is also known as The Wailing Wall.

The Western Wall is considered to be the closest wall to the former Temple, which makes it the most
sacred site recognized by Judaism, outside the Temple Mount itself,

Just over half of the wall’s total height, including its 17 courses located below street level, dates from the
Second Temple period, and is commonly believed to have been built around 19 BCE by Herod the Great.

After the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, the Wall came under Jordanian control and Jews were barred from the

site for 19 years until Israel captured the Old City in 1967.

'The Beis HaMikdash and Yerushalayim will have a special
elevated status of holiness (with regard to the laws of
tithing fruits and similar laws) in the future, but the rest
of Israel will not. Why will this holiness remain? Because
the holiness of the Bais HaMikdash and Yerushalayim is
due to the Shechinah (God’s Presence), and the Shechi-
nah will never go away... Even when the Beis HaMikdash
and Yerushalayim are destroyed, they will still remain holy.

I saw that my father quoted from the Rambam who says
that the everlasting kedusha of the Mikdash and Yerusha-
layim is a function of the Shechinah resting there. It is dif-
ficult to understand, because (1) the Gemara says that the
Second Temple was lacking 5 things, and one of them
was the Shechina, and hence you see that the Shechinah
was not present during the second Temple! (2) Another
contradiction to the Rambam’s position is that we daven in
Shemoneh Esrei that God should return the Shechinah
to Zion - How can we ask the Shechinah to be returned if
it never left?!

...The Chachamim hinted to this with a conversation
between an emperor and Rabban Gamliel, where the em-
peror asked, “[ The Torah teaches that] wherever there is a
gathering of ten people, the Shechinah is there - but how
may Shechinah’s are there?” Rabban Gamliel called in one
of the Emperor’s servants and asked him, “Why is the sun
entering the palace?” He responded, “Doesn’t the sun shine
on the whole world?” He responded, “If the sun, which is
one servant of God, shines upon the whole world, then
certainly the Shechinah!”

'The explanation of this parable is that we say 2 strange

The Shechinah (God’s Presence) Will Never Depart from the Beis HaMikdash, Even After its
Destruction (Rambam Hilchos Beis HaBechirah 6:16)
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Question on the Rambam (Shaiylos U'Teshuvos Binyan Tzion Siman 3)
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things about the sun: (1) that the sun “enters” the house or
the room - although the sun is eons away from the earth,
we are really referring to the light of the sun that enters
the house. (2) We also say that the sun or the light “comes”
to the house - does it leave its place and come to a differ-
ent place? But it is shining in many places at once! We
really mean that the sun is already shining everywhere, but
because the house is closed off, the light is prevented from
coming there. But when you open a window or a door, the
light floods in, for you remove the obstacle preventing
the light from coming in. That’s what we mean when we
say the sun “enters” the house.

When we say that the Shechinah “enters,” we mean that
we remove from ourselves the obstacles that prevent the
holiness from shining upon us.

According to what we explained above, “Shechinah” refers
to two aspects: (1) God’s honor, the source of kedusha,
and (2) the light which emanates from God, pouring
forth the holiness. This was the difference between the first
and second Temple: In the first Temple, the honor of the
Shechinah resided itself; as it says “And the honor of God
filled the Mikdash” - but this did not return in the Second
Temple, for there it doesn't say anywhere that God’s honor
rested. That is why it says that the Shechinah was lacking
in the Second Temple. But in the Second Temple, the
Shechinah was present in the second way: The light of
holiness flows forth on the Bais HaMikdash, and this will
never stop, even when the Temple is destroyed. This holy
light flows more greatly in the Beis Hamikdash than in
any other place, because the Mikdash is opposite the
gates of Heaven which are never closed...

‘Therefore the Rambam is correct in saying that the
Shechinah never left, for the intense hidden light of holi-

ness of God’s presence will never be nullified.
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The Kotel will never be destroyed (Shir HaShirim Rabbah, Parsha 2)

“Behold, he stands behind our wall” (Shir HaShirim 2:9)
- This is a reference to the Kotel. God promised that it
would never be destroyed...
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God’'s Presence is concentrated at the Western Wall, crying for the Jewish People in Exile

(Likutei Mohoran Cheilek 2 Siman 67)

“Maarav” (west) is an acronym for “Rachel Mivakah Al
Banehah - Rachel cries for her children.” Because the
Shechinah (God’s presence) is in the West (as it says in
Talmud Bava Basra 25a). The Shechinah cries and wails,
as it were, over the Jewish people, in the same way as it
says “Rachel cries for her children, she refuses to be comforted
on her children for they are away.” She cries for the suffering
of the Jewish people who are scattered amongst the other
nations and are not in their place.
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Inspiring the Jewish Future



